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Recreational Boating Economic Impact

• The recreational boating industry 
supports over 800,000 American jobs 
across 36,000 U.S.-based 
businesses. 

• In Michigan: 
 45,010 jobs across 1,478 

businesses generating $11.7 
billion in annual economic 
impact.

 809,750 registered boats. $1.5 
billion spent annually on new 
boat, engine, trailer, and 
accessory sales.  

(source: NMMA)





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISSQN1GrGqg
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How to start the day

Your boarder/surfer is always #1 priority

Communication is key

Life Jacket Wear

Equipment Usage

Fueling

Activity Speeds

Boat Path for Wakeboarding

Boat Path for Wakesurfing

Fallen Rider Pick Up

Your Crew = Your Responsibility

Waterway Interaction

Decontamination





Why 200 Feet?

• Rooted in peer reviewed research. 
Naval architect, Endicott (Cotty) Fay 
concluded that while waves from 
wake surfing at 200 feet from 
shorelines may still wash up on 
shore, these waves will not be 
carrying enough force to degrade 
shorelines, especially when 
compared to wind driven waves.
 200 feet is an adequate distance 

to reduce wave heights under 11 
inches, which is comparable to a 
modest wind event on lakes with 
a fetch of a half mile at a wind 
speed of 20 mph.

    
    

• The maximum wake/wave height 
associated with wake sports drops 
27% to 56% in the first 100-150 feet 
of its travel from the boat path. Boat 
wakes/waves from cruising boats, 
recreational boats included, dissipate 
more slowly and lack the initial drop 
in size associated with wake sports 
wakes/waves.

• (sources: Clifford Goudey, Characterization of Wake-Sport Wakes and their 
Potential Impact on Shorelines; Endicott Fay, Numerical Study of the Impact of 
Wake Surfing on Inland Bodies of Water.)



Boat Decontamination 







Decon.WSIA.Net



Thank you! Questions?

Ethan Hellier
Midwest Government Affairs Manager

ethan@wsia.net
952-412-3421
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